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Microsoft SharePoint is a family of software products developed by Microsoft for collaboration, file sharing and web publishing. This family of products includes: Microsoft SharePoint Server,[1] Microsoft SharePoint Foundation, Microsoft Search Server, Microsoft SharePoint Designer and Microsoft SharePoint Workspace.[2]
Microsoft Sharepoint is a Web technology based server that can be used to build portals, collaboration sites, and also content management sites. It is very versatile in a number of features and support various enterprise and Web scenarios. It is also popular for document management solutions.
Sharepoint can also be used as a building platform to build systems atop of its framework.
Sharepoint evolved from projects codenamed "Office Server” and “Tahoe” during the Office XP development cycle.
“Office Server” evolved out of the FrontPage and Office Server Extensions and “Team Pages”. It targeted simple, bottom-up collaboration.
“Tahoe”, built on shared technology with Exchange and the “Digital Dashboard”, targeted top-down portals, search and document management.[3]
The versions are (in chronological order):
Microsoft SharePoint Server is composed of three major tiers:
SharePoint sites are, functionally, ASP.NET 2.0 web applications that are served using IIS and a SQL Server database as a data storage back end. All site content data, such as items in document libraries and lists, are stored within an SQL database named by default as "WSS_Content_[ID]".
Microsoft Search Server, an enterprise search platform, builds on the search capabilities of Microsoft SharePoint Server.[4] MSS shares its architectural underpinnings with the Windows Search platform for both the querying engine and the indexer. MOSS search provides the ability to search metadata attached to documents. Microsoft made Search Server available as Search Server 2008 in March 2008. A free version, Search Server 2008 Express, is also available. The Express edition features the same feature-set as the commercial edition, including no limitation on the number of files indexed. However, the free version is limited to a stand-alone installation and cannot be scaled out to a cluster.[5] Various plugins can index third-party files, like Adobe's pdf files.
Microsoft SharePoint Designer is a specialized web page editor for designing SharePoint sites and end-user workflows for SharePoint Server and SharePoint Foundation sites. SharePoint Designer also allows developers to manipulate data from SharePoint or external sources (such as Microsoft SQL Server) without coding directly against the .NET Framework. SharePoint Designer 2010 is the successor to Microsoft Office SharePoint Designer 2007, although the two versions are not compatible.
Sharepoint can be customized by writing an application under Microsoft .NET 2.0 and higher framework. The main user component is called Webpart, which is a UI control, that can be added to pages by end users. The Web parts can be built in Microsoft Visual Studio.
Developers can also create code that modifies or controls various Sharepoint modules using APIs and Web services.
Evaluations of SharePoint by industry analysts have varied. In late 2008, the Gartner Group put SharePoint in the "leaders" quadrant in three of its Magic Quadrants (for Search, Portals, and enterprise content management).[6] Commentators have criticized SharePoint for its lack of well-integrated tools for developers, and for its complex customized software architecture that differs significantly from those of other ASP.NET-based web applications.[7][8][9] In response, Microsoft announced in 2009 that the upcoming version of Microsoft Visual Studio would improve the developer experience.[10]
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| Developer(s) | Microsoft |
|---|---|
| Stable release | 2010 (v14.0.4763.1000) / April 22, 2010 |
| Development status | Active |
| Operating system | Windows Server |
| Platform | Intel 64-bit x86 |
| Available in | Multiple languages[which?] |
| Type | Collaborative software |
| License | Proprietary commercial software |
| Website | sharepoint.microsoft.com |
Microsoft SharePoint Server (formerly known as Microsoft Office SharePoint Server[1])[2] is a product in the Microsoft SharePoint family of products.
Microsoft SharePoint Server is a Microsoft proprietary software product built on the ASP.NET framework. SharePoint Server works with Microsoft IIS web server to produce sites intended for collaboration, file sharing, web databases, social networking and web publishing. SharePoint server farms can host web sites, portals, intranets, extranets, Internets, web content management systems, search engine, wikis, blogs, social networking, business intelligence, workflow as well as providing a framework for web application development.
SharePoint only runs on Microsoft Windows Server and requires the ASP.NET framework be installed. Current SharePoint 2010 was developed on ASP.NET 3.5 and is not compatible with ASP.NET 4. SharePoint also requires a database. SharePoint only works with Microsoft SQL Server or Microsoft SQL Server Express database. SharePoint works with other LDAP providers other than Active Directory and provides an API that can be consumed by non-Microsoft platforms like Java and PHP.
SharePoint seeks to provide a wide range of messaging, collaboration, publishing and document management features in one server. SharePoint is hosted on a central server or server farm and is accessed by users either through a compatible web browser or directly via Microsoft Office.
Microsoft has defined the following key capacities for SharePoint 2010. Most of these are supported with the 2007 product unless indicated.
SharePoint 2010 Sites provides single infrastructure for all your business Web sites. SharePoint can be used to create sites from Internet to extranet sites through Intranet portals, blogs, wikis, to team sites.
SharePoint 2010 Communities provide collaboration tools including a social community and collaborative creation of content. Key community tools include collaborative document management, discussion forums, blogs, wikis and a Social Networking solution called MySites.
SharePoint 2010 introduced Composites. Composites offer tools and components for creating and distributing "do-it-yourself" business solutions. Composites are intended to accelerate the process of solution production through easy to use WYSWYG tools. Composites allow users to create solutions to business problems in graphic tools without having to create or compile code by hand. Composites will allow users to share their solutions with other users on the SharePoint Server farm.
Composites aim to allow users to enable users to create solutions to business problems with familiar tools or in a web browser. The goal is that no code will be required to make the solution. These solutions can then be distributed through an enterprise via SharePoint Server. Composites will allows Enterprise web distribution of Microsoft Office products like Visio, Excel, and Access databases. There is also the ability to use the web page to build custom web parts. SharePoint Designer also offers users the ability to create solutions without code.
SharePoint provides a Web Content Management platform for publishing web sites. It also provides a Document Management solution for collaborative document production.
SharePoint 2010 can be used to surface business information in databases, reports, business applications and other LOB applications.
SharePoint comes with its own Enterprise search. SharePoint can also be implemented using Fast.com for improved search. The new SharePoint search now supports query syntax allowing search strings to contain OR, AND and NOT to refine the logic of the search. This now provides boolean search which was not supported in earlier versions. SharePoint Server 2010 now also supports wild card search using the '*' character. [3].
SharePoint Server 2010 Search platform provides search of community data held in SharePoint MySites. Search is now designed to provide tacit knowledge about users and authors as well as semantic meaning[4].
SharePoint now provides FAST search technology as a potential added feature. FAST provides vastly most sophisticated search and can index up to a half billion documents [5].
A SharePoint Server requires an external database to operate. SharePoint can only work with Microsoft SQL Server, though it is possible to install a stand alone version of a single SharePoint server on a single Windows Server that uses SQL Express for Databases. This configuration is recommended only for development.
A single SharePoint server also requires ASP.NET 3.5 be pre-installed along with IIS enabled. The free SharePoint Foundation product does not require a product key. SharePoint does not require an LDAP to run, and authentication can be provided via Active Directory, other LDAPs, or forms authentication. d
A group of SharePoint Servers can be joined in to a server farm. Different servers can be provided different roles, or sets of roles can be shared by a single server or servers in the farm. For example in SharePoint 2010 one or more servers can be dedicated to crawling content to create the search index. All servers in a farm are joined by sharing a common instance of SQL Server.
In this way the SharePoint Server Farm can be scaled to meet higher demands for availability, usage, and security.
SharePoint 2010 was released to manufacturing (RTM) on April 17, 2010[6]
SharePoint 2010 is distributed in three editions: SharePoint Foundation 2010 which comes as a free download, SharePoint Server 2010 Standard and SharePoint Server 2010 Enterprise which both have a licensing fee.[7][8] Microsoft has described the new version as the "Business Collaboration Platform for the Enterprise and the Web".[9] SharePoint 2010 has the following significant enhancements and changes over the previous edition.
The product includes a collection of other new features relevant to IT professionals,[10] developers[11] and partners.[12] Complications in upgrading to SharePoint 2010[13][14] include a lack of support for Internet Explorer 6, only 64-bit architecture is supported, and businesses will need to run the latest versions of other Microsoft products (notably Windows Server 2008 R2 and Microsoft Office 2010) to take advantage of full functionality.
Following key features were introduced with Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 and have been continued an expanded in Microsoft SharePoint Server 2010
SharePoint Server integrates closely with Microsoft Office applications. It can render Microsoft Office documents in web pages. In addition, with the proper server side infrastructure, it can allow the documents to be edited from within the browser as well. For other document types in a document library, Microsoft Office applications can directly edit the document in the document library. This feature is available for Microsoft Excel and Microsoft InfoPath. Using Excel Services, SharePoint Server can allow Excel 2007 workbooks to be loaded, edited, and displayed in a SharePoint page. All calculations happen on the SharePoint Server. SharePoint Server can also host and render Microsoft InfoPath forms using the Infopath Forms Services to have it viewed and filled out using a browser.
Microsoft Office Outlook can also be used for accessing and synchronizing SharePoint document libraries.[15] On connecting a document library with Outlook, the library will be listed in the navigation pane, and the files in it will be listed along with certain metadata such as author. Compatible Microsoft Office documents will be previewed in the preview pane and Microsoft Office Outlook search bars can be used for searching the libraries as well. The search entered using the Outlook bar will be federated to the SharePoint server, and the results will be displayed in Outlook itself. By synchronizing a document library, Outlook can make the files available offline, which can be opened and edited using other Microsoft Office 2007 applications; the changes will be synchronized back to the SharePoint library by Outlook.
While it is not necessary to use Microsoft Office 2007 + to take advantage of the integration with the Microsoft Office suite, it offers the most integration with SharePoint Server 2007. A few examples of the improved integration with Office 2007 include:
SharePoint Server can be used for enterprise search, to search across the document libraries and user groups.[17] SharePoint Server 2007 fully indexes all the documents stored in its library, in addition, it also indexes data stored in external databases which are exposed via ADO.NET or web services with a well-defined WSDL schema. Any search from the portal interface or client applications can use the SharePoint Server search capabilities to search over this index. SharePoint servers, Web sites, file shares, Exchange Public Folders, and databases can be set as data sources which it will then index. The indexing system is a tuned version of the one used in Windows Desktop Search. The indexing engine uses specified crawling rules to decide what is to be indexed. The index engine uses continuous propagation, which allows even a partial index to be queried against. It also exposes a UI for visual administration of the search capabilities. SharePoint Server 2007 also includes suggestion capability, which suggests search terms in case of typographical errors.
Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 Standard, and Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 Enterprise also includes a people search functionality, which can search for people, based on their affiliation and expertise, provided the enterprise infrastructure makes the information available. It can search from SharePoint user groups, as well as Active Directory and other LDAP directories provided the information has been imported into SharePoint Server.
Business Connectivity Services (BCS) in SharePoint 2010 replaces the SharePoint 2007 Business Data Catalog (BDC),[18] introduced in SharePoint Server 2007 - Enterprise Version, enables presenting business data from back-end server applications such as SAP or Siebel 2007 or databases to be viewed by the web-based interface of SharePoint without writing any code. It comprises a metadata repository and an object model. It provides a unified way to invoke operations. It presents a consistent, object-oriented interface to the business logic that is embedded in typical business applications. The Business Data Catalog provides homogeneous access to the underlying data sources by using a declarative metadata model that simplifies the client object model. The Business Data Catalog Definition Editor is now included in the SharePoint Server SDK.[19] The BDC Editor can connect to a database or a web service provided by a LOB system and then generate the Application Definition File for it. The task of maintaining the catalog is divided among four roles: business analyst who identifies the data to be presented, metadata author who creates the tags to identify the data to SharePoint, administrator, and developer.
MySite is an important feature in SharePoint Server 2007 that enables users to obtain access to a personalized view of the information that's relevant to them. MySite has a Public view and a Private view. Users are able to determine the permissions on various pieces of information that are in a MySite and select whether their colleagues, manager, or everyone in the organization can see each piece of information. The Private view of a user's MySite enables them to see the following types of information:
If the system has the appropriate multi-language packs and templates installed, users can be given the option of creating their MySite in one of the languages available on the system instead of being forced to use the language that governs the more public areas of the SharePoint system. This might be useful in a scenario where a global enterprise is enabling their users in China and Spain to create their MySite in Chinese or Spanish.
Although SharePoint Server 2010 continues the improvement in accessibility has improved since SharePoint Portal Server 2003,[20] it is still difficult to get a Sharepoint web site to adhere to the WCAG (Web Content Accessibility Guidelines) 1.0 specification.[21] Sharepoint 2007 relied extensively on table-based layouts, especially in the Web Parts Framework, and XHTML is also problematic as Sharepoint's built-in controls produce markup that does not validate under XHTML doctypes.[22] Substantial custom development is therefore essential in order to comply with these standards.[23] This has proven to be a key stumbling block to the adoption of Sharepoint solutions in situations where strict adherence to accessibility standards is of particular importance, such as the public sector.[20]
SharePoint 2010 moved to producing XHTML to be more compliant with WCAG 2.0 AA standards of accessibility. That said because of the ease of using the content publishing it is very likely that a deployed site will could easily contain features that do not comply to XHTML standards. For example in standard discussion one can post directly from an existing web page, carrying all HTML over which will be included in the side regardless of its compliance to XHTML standards.
In 2007 Microsoft released Microsoft Office SharePoint Server or MOSS. This product was licensed in both a standard and enterprise version. The 2007 release also included a more limited free version called Windows SharePoint Services 3.0 or WSS 3.0. MOSS 2007 was the first point that joined Web Content Management to SharePoint. Before that Microsoft had a WCM product called Microsoft Content Management Server which had its last release in 2002.
In 2003 Microsoft released SharePoint Server 2003 or SPS 2003 and the free WSS 2.0.
In 2001 Microsoft had released SharePoint Server 2001 which was the first commercial release of the version [24]. Before that the project had been code name Tahoe.
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